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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 
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The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED. FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 
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1.53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
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especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, 
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Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 (])); the Office of Foreign Assets Control. 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 
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This application claims priority to, and the benefit of, U.S. provisional 



applications: (1) Serial No. 60/197,296, filed April 14, 2000, (2) Serial No. 60/200,492, 
filed April 28, 2000, and (3) Serial No. 60/201,114, filed May 2, 2000, all of which are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 



This invention relates generally to a method and system for spending loyalty 
points from a participant's loyalty account by converting the loyalty points to a currency 
credit and posting the credit to a second account, where the second account is generally a 
fmancial transaction account, such as a charge card, that is used to facilitate a transaction. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Traditional loyalty (e.g., incentive award, fi-equency reward, etc.) programs have 
been around for years. Loyalty programs are typically used to help businesses develop 
and maintain participant loyalty and are used as marketing tools to develop new 

25 clientele. A frequent flyer program is an example of a typical loyalty program, where the 
more the participant uses a particular airline or group of affiliated airUnes the more 
frequent flyer miles the participant earns. After accumulating frequent flyer miles, the 
participant may choose to redeem those miles for upgrades in service or fi-ee airline 
tickets. Various forms of these programs have developed over the years, ranging from 

30 programs such as "buy 9 get one 1" punch cards to more sophisticated credit card loyalty 
systems, where participants are awarded points for using a particular transaction card 
and/or by using a transaction card with particular merchants or vendors. As competition 
in various markets increased, companies sought ways to expand loyalty programs to 
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